
 

 
 

www.supportingdalitchildren.com 
 

Easter 2017 Newsletter  
Dear Friends, 
 
We have just received news from Fr Arun about the success of the International Women’s Day celebrations 
in Manvi.  From all accounts it sounded like quite an event and was reported in 7 local newspapers!   

Anybody who has 
been to Manvi will 
know that the high 
street is completely 
chaotic (to us) with 
traffic of all 
descriptions as well as 
individual cows and 
herds of sheep, 
making their way in 
the right and wrong 
direction up and down 
both sides of the 
street. Somehow 
everybody gets where 
they need to including 

the wooden carts pulled by bulls and pedestrians on foot.   With this in mind, it’s not surprising to hear that 
a police escort was needed for the 1000 Dalit women who took up one entire side of the high street on 
Thursday 16th March to march for International Women’s Day.  What a great sight for women’s rights and 
justice!  They marched to submit a Memorandum to the council leader in Manvi regarding their rights to the 
Right to Food Act.  It must have been incredible to see the lowly and oppressed united in such numbers. 
 

Rice Appeal 
The Rice Appeal was generously 
supported; thank you once again to all 
who donated to this.  Instead of giving 
out the rice at the end of the 
International Women’s Day 
celebrations when everybody was 
exhausted, Fr Arun decided it would be 
easier to take the rice by tractor to the 
women’s villages.  This distribution has 
already begun.  The women are giving 
one or two days of work freely to the 
Fathers in exchange for their rice.  The 
photo shows Fr Anil, who works closely 
with the women, and an Italian guest 
helping to give out rice to the Pannur ladies. 



 

Next trip to Manvi 
We are planning to return to Manvi from 7th – 17th November.  If you would like to find out more please do 
get in touch.  I will need to have final numbers by the end of July and places are limited, so please let me 
know before 31.7.17 if you are interested in joining us.   
 

‘There but for the grace of God …’ 
One afternoon when we were at Kapepaladi school in February, I had an interesting conversation with Sister 
Philomena, the Headmistress, after asking why she had decided to become a nun.    She explained that it 
was very much God’s will as there was no one in in her family or extended family who had encouraged her 
in this line.   She went on to tell me her interesting story.  Aged 5 years old, at her local government primary 
school, there were only 4 other children in her year and just one teacher for all the different age-groups.  
From 5th - 10th Std she walked every day to the High School in Mangalore which took 2 hours, sometimes 
with monsoon rains lashing down for months at a time!   

 
Just before starting 8th Std when Philomena was 13 years 
old, Philomena’s mother informed her she had to leave 
school and start working with her, rolling beedis which are 
a poor man’s cigarette in India.  Several friends in her 
village were also told that they too had to leave school for 
the same reason.  The local Parish priest heard about this 
and immediately stepped in.  He spoke to Philomena’s and 
her friends’ parents about the importance of education 
and offered to help with any costs involved to allow these 
girls to continue at school.   At that point in time, 
Philomena decided that God really must have sent 
somebody to help her as she definitely didn’t want to 

leave school!  The Parish Priest provided her and her friends with books and uniform for the remaining 3 
years at school until the end of 10th Std.  He was a very spiritual man and every day he called them to church 
before school, however he was also strict and sometimes beat them if they missed mass!  But above all he 
was very kind and nurtured all of Philomena’s family who were very poor.  His interest and belief in her set 
Philomena thinking about joining a convent. 
For PU (Sixth Form), Philomena joined a convent in 
Mangalore who supported her education from then on.  
After PU she went to university and took a Bachelor’s 
Degree followed by a teaching Degree.  At some stage 
in the future she would like to take a Master’s Degree.  
We are very fortunate to have Sister Philomena as the 
Headmistress at Kapepaladi school in Pannur and I 
hope she is allowed to stay longer than the standard 3 
years, which is up at the end of the 2017/2018 school 
year.  The children all adore her.   
 
In the last few months, under the guidance of Fr Arun, 
Sister Philomena is learning to be stricter with the 
parents when it comes to paying their share of the school fees.  Some don’t want to pay anything!  They 
have spent a lot of time with some parents, arguing that there can’t be a separate rule for one family over 
another as everybody is struggling, and many sponsor parents from all over the world are already 
contributing the lion share of the fees so why shouldn’t they also pay something for their child’s education?   
I completely agree that parents should pay something and this has been the ethos of both schools since they 
were founded, but perhaps with the ongoing drought there has been a reluctance of late to chase up the 
parents.  Fr Arun is breaking down the fees into affordable monthly amounts that parents can then plan for 
and put aside a couple of days’ wages a month for, and he is standing firm on this.  Some parents come to 
school with the full amount of fees in their pockets and eventually give these to Sr Philomena, but not 



 

without trying to pay much less and having a good argument along the way!  I met one such family in her 
office, and I too explained that many of our sponsor parents pay a small amount each month rather than 
paying the full amount in one go.   Poor Sister was quite exhausted with this business when we were there, 
but next year will be easier with a more structured system now in place.  In the parents’ favour, additional 
concessions are given to those with two or more children, and there are further concessions Fr Arun can give 
in exceptional circumstances to the very poorest of families, especially if there is illness in the family.  Fr Arun 
has visited all the families of children sponsored now, so he knows who needs the most help and who can 
afford to pay their share. 

 
New Tailoring School in Manvi 

We inaugurated a new tailoring school whilst in 
Manvi in February.  It has been installed in part 
of the first building built by Fr Eric in 2002, to 
house the school and hostel children whilst the 
main school building was being built. This 
building has sentimental value as Fr Eric, Fr 
Jossie, a teacher, a cook plus the first 40 
students at Manvi all studied, ate and slept 
here at the start of the Mission.   
 
This new tailoring school is bigger than the 
usual village tailoring schools and will 
accommodate 20 sewing machines.  20 
students can be taught in the morning and 20 
in the afternoon, so the school will be used full 

time and up to 40 tailoring students will benefit.  Fr Arun has 
employed a more experienced teacher who can also teach the skills 
of embroidery, craft and bag making, as well as tailoring.  Rather 
than the previous 6-month course, the new course will be 1-year 
(actually 10 months) with a recognized exam taken at the end of it.  
The above photo shows me with some of this year’s tailoring 
students. 
 
We also handed out certificates and new sewing machines to last 
year’s tailoring students who had passed their exams at the end of 
the previous tailoring course.  These women were extremely happy 
to be given their own machines, thanks to the generosity of all those 
who have supported the Tailoring Project.     
 

At the end of the current 1-year course Fr Arun wants 
to buy better quality sewing machines for the 
students but he wants the students to contribute 
more towards these than they have done in the past.  
He is asking them to bring a weekly amount of 70 
Rupees, affordable to all the girls, that totals 3000 Rs 
for the 10-month course.  He has also requested our 
help and asked if we can also contribute 3000 Rs per 
machine so that the full cost of 6000 Rs is covered, 
50% by the student and 50% by us.   At the moment 
the exchange rate is down 20% at 80 Rs to the £, so 
the cost per machine is £75, half of which is £37.50.  

Our aim for 2017 is to provide half of the cost of 40 new sewing machines.  I have to say that I am very 



 

excited about the new ideas and proposals for the Tailoring Project as it is such a worthwhile skill and gives 
every teenage girl and woman the ability to work from home.   
 
Pannur Health Centre 
I feel very happy that we are now supporting the health care of our school children and their families.  It is 
amazing to think that all donations can be used so effectively and that the possibilities of extending this care 
wider into the community are endless.  On 24th March, International TB day is celebrated.  Many children in 
the villages are infected with TB and the Sisters are already treating these children.  However, there is some 
resistance to the drugs being given and poor nutrition is also a factor in treating this disease. The Sisters are 
organizing a day to give families proper education about TB and to provide the necessary nutritional 
supplements.  They will then follow up new cases and ensure they are getting the best possible care.  Skin 
infections in children have increased due to the lack of hygiene and proper sanitation made worse by the 
ongoing drought.  Personal hygiene is also a factor and so the Sisters are organizing a free medical camp in 
April with the help of a professional Dermatologist from Raichur. 
 
So much good work is being done by the Fathers and Sisters!  I feel it is a privilege to be able to work closely 
with them to help with the projects they are running, the biggest of course being Loyola Xavier School in 
Manvi and Loyola Kapepaladi School in Pannur.  The students at both these schools have the future of the 
Dalits and their own communities in their hands.  Thank you for helping them to have the best opportunity 
possible to be able to change their adult lives for the better.   
 
As Nelson Mandela said, “education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”.  
It is the only answer to the poverty and oppression in this part of India.  Every child who becomes educated 
and empowered will then reach out to so many people and spread this new empowerment to others.  Every 
year we see with our own eyes the power of education in Manvi and Pannur, from the youngest 3-year olds 
to the Degree students who are almost at the end of their education.  We thank you for your love and support 
for these students from both schools, the University, and Tailoring Schools, and for caring about them and 
their families in a very special way.   
 
 
With very best wishes and wishing you a happy, peaceful and restful Easter! 
Dinah and Peter 
 


